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Lincoln  and  This  Crisis 

W HEN  every  birthday  of  a statesman  means 
' * pondering  his  words,  why  that  recurrent  study? 
Many  figures  in  history  have  been  formed  by  the 
public  imagination,  by  accretion.  Whatever  the 
creative  faculty  of  successive  masses  has  done  to 
Lincoln,  it  has  not  departed  from  the  base.  The 
documents  are  there  to  confirm  every  feature  and 
anxious  wrinkle.  In  this,  the  year  of  upheaval,  profit 
may  be  derived  from  recalling  the  war  President’s 
spirit  toward  foreign  complications.  Now  the  United 
States  is  clamorously  besought  by  conflicting  ele- 
ments. The  Turkish  ambassador  was  recalled  for  in- 
discretion. The  German  ambassador  is  an  open  propa- 
gandist, as  is  his  semi-official  associate,  Dr.  Dern- 
burg.  A political  party  of  German  sympathizers  is 
even  being  formed,  to  fight  everybody  in  public 
life  who  does  not  carry  out  its  ideas  of  “American” 
interests.  The  British  ambassador  behaves  with 
scrupulous  correctness,  but  many  of  his  countrymen 
are  rapidly  becoming  dangerous  in  hysteria  about 
what  they  deem  our  moral  duty  to  render  open  or 
covert  assistance.  Too  few,  like  our  distinguished 
French  visitor,  M.  Brieux,  decide  not  to  insult  Ameri- 
can intelligence  by  preaching  about  what  it  should 
think.  Hyphenated  Americans  are  the  most  danger- 
ous. They  act  in  groups,  by  societies,  through  con- 
gressmen, through  newspapers,  as  if  they  were  not 
Americans.  In  spite  of  Secretary  Bryan’s  answer  to 
them,  they  will  not  subside.  At  the  other  end  is  the 
agitation  for  intervention  on  the  Belgian  issue,  with 
amazing  distortions  of  the  obligations  the  United 
States  accepted  at  the  Hague.  Lincoln  faced  a more 
delicate  situation.  Mr.  Boardman  Robinson,  on  the 
page  opposite,  gives  with  penetrating  sympathy,  an 
interpretation  of  the  sensitive,  elevated,  just  and 
modest  patience  that  marked  every  fibre  of  that 
statesman’s  being.  Patience  and  justice  were  called 
for  when  Seward  wished  to  defy  Europe  in  1861,  and 
when,  in  the  same  year,  the  public  was  clamorous  for 
war.  One  of  the  anti-administration  organs  of  to- 
day, owned  by  Mr.  Hearst,  with  thousands  of  Ger- 
man readers,  when  Mr.  Bryan’s  statement  was  made, 
argued  that  the  Secretary  was  “paid”  to  represent 
the  United  States,  as  a lawyer  represents  a client,  not 
to  seek  truth.  The  demagogues  of  1861  put  that 
position  up  to  Lincoln.  He  said  of  Mason  and 
Slidell:  “We  must  stick  to  American  principles  con- 
cerning the  rights  of  neutrals.  We  fought  Great 
Britain  for  insisting,  by  theory  and  practice,  on  the 
right  to  do  exactly  what  Captain  Wilkes  has  done. 
If  Great  Britain  shall  now  protest  against  the  act  and 


demand  their  release,  we  must  give  them  up.” 

If  Lincoln  were  President  during  this  European 
war,  could  anybody  doubt  he  would  confine  himself 
strictly  to  the  proper  rights  and  undeniable  duties  of 
the  United  States?  Would  he  not  again  be  tactful, 
patient,  just?  Would  he  not  be  cold  to  agitators  of 
all  nations,  and  especially  to  agitators  of  American 
birth  or  naturalization,  and  to  newspapers  and  poli- 
ticians who  urge  departures  planned  to  obtain  parti- 
san support?  How  can  those  who  trust  the  genius 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  best  celebrate  his  birthday? 
Not  better  than  by  dedicating  their  support  to  the 
foreign  policy  that  since  last  July  the  American  gov- 
ernment has  pursued. 

The  Business  Prospect 

T)  HILADELPHIA  may  not  be  progressive  in 
everything,  but  note  that  her  city  government 
has  sold  five  million  four  per  cent  bonds  “over  the 
counter,”  or  direct  to  the  investor,  without  any  in- 
tervening banker,  in  less  than  seven  hours.  This 
not  only  illustrates  the  correct  method  of  selling 
bonds,  but  is  a little  hint  also  of  the  capital  waiting 
for  investment.  Most  of  the  sale  was  for  $500  and 
$1000  to  men  and  women  standing  in  line. 

There  is  one  slogan  going  about  just  now,  “Made 
in  America.”  An  excellent  slogan.  There  is  an- 
other, “Buy  it  now.”  That  also  is  sound.  The  best 
judges  predict  a rapid  improvement  in  conditions. 
There  are  beginnings  already.  Conditions  are  very 
favorable  in  our  fortunate  country.  The  sensible  and 
helpful  thing  is  to  jump  right  in. 

Against  Free  Speech 

TT  ARPER’S  WEEKLY  has  published  so  many  pro- 
tests  against  the  anti-Catholic  mania  that  our 
position  is  in  no  danger  of  being  misunderstood.  Mr. 
Gallivan  has  introduced  in  Congress  a bill  to  amend 
the  postal  laws,  providing  that  any  “publications 
which  are,  or  are  represented  to  be,  a reflection  on  any 
form  of  religious  worship  practiced  or  held  sacred  by 
any  citizens  of  the  United  States”  shall  be  excluded 
from  the  mails.  In  other  words,  Mormonisin,  Calvin- 
ism, Unitarianism,  Christian  Science,  Confucianism, 
Mohammedanism,  cannot  be  “reflected  on.”  The 
signs  lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  however,  that  it  is 
none  of  those  religions  or  creeds  that  the  bill  protects 
from  criticism,  but  the  beliefs  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olics. If  so,  wise  Catholics  will  take  no  steps  in 
support  of  a bill  so  subversive  of  the  fundamental 
American  right  of  free  speech. 
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